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problem, from "that lazy gospel of fatalism" which regards the evils 
in question as inevitable and irremediable to the more heroic plan of 
state subsidies to the underpaid. Lastly the question is considered 
whether the minimum wage law interferes unduly with well protected 
constitutional rights. An elaborate discussion under nine heads leads 
to the conclusion that the law does not work an arbitrary or wanton 
deprivation of liberty or spoliation of property which would bring it 
under the ban of the due process clause. 

In the second part of the brief the elaborate portrayal of the evils of 
low wages is followed by evidence to show the benefits of increased 
wages in general and the advantages of the legal minimum wage in 
particular. The volume contains a valuable analysis of existing 
minimum wage laws in the United States and foreign countries and a 
discussion of the results which have been achieved under those laws. 

The preparation of this brief was begun under the direction of Mr. 
Brandeis before his appointment to the supreme court. His connec- 
tion with the case withdrew him from a share in its decision and the 
tie vote of the other eight justices affirmed the decision of the supreme 
court of Oregon sustaining the law. 

Robert E. Cushman. 

University of Illinois. 

Jewish Philanthropy. By Dr. Boris D. Bogen. (New York: 
The Macmillan Company. 1917.) 

No one perhaps is better qualified to discuss with authority the sub- 
ject of Jewish Philanthropy than Dr. Boris D. Bogen, of Cincinnati, 
for many years superintendent of the United Jewish Charities of Cin- 
cinnati, and more recently field Secretary of the National Conference 
of Jewish Charities. 

"Jewish Philanthropy," as the author explains in his preface, is "in- 
tended to serve as a text book for beginners and as a ready resume' 
for those already engaged in the field," and most admirably has he 
kept this purpose in mind throughout. 

At the very outset, Dr. Bogen properly stresses the fact that Jewish 
charity is sui generis, dealing as it does in the main with foreigners, 
aliens in speech and nationality and requiring special agencies to deal 
with this peculiarity. Himself a Russian by birth and early training, 
he speaks concerning the immigrant with a thoroughness born of inti- 
mate and empiric knowledge, supplemented by years of accurate and 
exhaustive study. 
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Jewish philanthropy has become proverbial, and most interestingly 
has Dr. Bogen traced its development from Biblical times, when the 
religious law imposed its tithe, to the present day, when the ancient 
injunction still wields a potent influence. 

The book runs the whole gamut of philanthropic endeavor. Merely 
to enumerate the important topics discussed and the national organiza- 
tions and institutions for philanthropy, whose activities are described 
therein, would transcend the proper limits of a review. None the less 
reference at least must be made to the following subjects, particularly 
as they indicate the scope and breadth of the exposition which Dr. 
Bogen has undertaken: 

National Jewish organizations; methods of fund raising; transients; 
immigration; distribution of immigrants; the back to the soil move- 
ment; resident-dependents; dependent women and children; standards 
of relief; educational and social organizations; education of immigrants; 
settlement and neighborhood work; organization and administration; 
volunteer service; charity and religion. 

Even as a textbook the work of Dr. Bogen is unique in that at the 
conclusion of each chapter there appears a series of illuminating and 
comprehensive questions, intended to test the degree of thoroughness 
with which the student has grasped the discussion. 

The author points out that Jewish philanthropy in America enjoyed 
its period of greatest development following the large influx of Russian 
and Galician Jews, as a result of religious and political persecutions. 
It will be interesting, therefore, to observe whether or not the advent 
of freedom and equality in Russia and the hoped for democratization 
of other European countries will have the effect of stemming the fur- 
ther tide of Jewish immigration, and thereby cause a lessening of phil- 
anthropic effort among the Jews of America. 

Unquestionably, the most interesting chapters of this treatise are 
those dealing with the immigrant. With consummate artistry Dr. 
Bogen has pictured the soul of the immigrant, his aspirations and 
ideals, his obstacles and achievements, pointing out how the newcomer is 
being Americanized without being de-Judaized, and how philanthropic 
effort has been directed to prevent the breach which unfortunately 
occurs so frequently between the parent, with his Old World environ- 
ment, and the child, so susceptible to the spirit of the New World. 

The modern conception of philanthropy is emphasized — an agency 
not merely to feed the hungry, to clothe the naked and to shelter the 
homeless, but to discover and to prevent the underlying and elemental 
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causes of poverty and its multitude of scourges, and to rehabilitate 
those who have fallen by the way in the unequal struggle of life. 

Alfred A. Benesch. 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Town Planning Jor Small Communities. By Walpole Town 
Planning Committee, Charles S. Bird, Jr., Chairman. (New 
York: D. Appleton and Company. 1917. Pp. xvii, 492.) 

As the title suggests, a very interesting experiment is attempted in 
this book which appears as a volume in the National Municipal League 
Series. City planning for the large community has been the subject 
of several volumes. The towns, as more numerous than the cities and 
having many distinct problems of their own, were clearly entitled to 
separate discussion. Mr. Bird, in undertaking to provide this, has 
made use of little Walpole, Massachusets, as a clinical case. 

The appropriateness, interest and novelty of his experiment justify 
the book in spite of some deficiencies in execution. These include a 
lack of proportion — the first part of the book devoting, as one example, 
nearly a hundred pages to housing against twelve to public health; 
the choice of illustrations — nearly always local and sometimes even 
personal; and the all pervading discussion of Walpole. These, it must 
be confessed, are faults natural to that town viewpoint which is the 
first requisite for a book of this kind. 

The volume is divided into three parts. The first is ostensibly a 
general discussion of the subject. The second is frankly confined to 
the concrete case offered by Walpole and John Nolen's plans for it. 
The third is a series of appendices, of which nine out of twelve are 
devoted to Walpole statistics— what may be called the patient's clinical 
chart. Finally, there is a good index. 

"In community building," says Mr. Bird in his foreword, "knowl- 
edge of conditions brings interest; interest leads to action; and organi- 
zation makes that action effective." This is the admirable keynote 
of his book. It explains his supplementing of physical plans by valu- 
able chapters on town government and community organization, and 
indicates the usefulness of the volume. 

Chakles Mulford Robinson. 

Rochester, N. Y. 



